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Central Asia figures high on CORE's agenda. Since 2002, CORE activities related to Central Asia include research, mediation and consultancy projects as well as publication. CORE has been active with projects in all of the Central Asian states except Turkmenistan. It works with Central Asia experts of different scientific backgrounds on a contractual basis. Among them are also former members of OSCE missions. 

One of CORE’s co-operation principles is to follow a participatory approach in trying to learn as much as possible from local experts and preferring in-depth exchanges at local meetings. Most of CORE’s activities take place in the region itself. CORE researchers strive to communicate with their Central Asian partners in their local languages and in Russian. They closely work together with local experts from an academic as well as from an NGO background. In the mediation field, they also co-operate with leading politicians and religious leaders. Research fellows from Central Asia are encouraged to intern in Hamburg. Since 2003, CORE has also been active in the field of academic teaching and supervision of doctoral students of Central Asian Studies. 

Research

· The project “Security through Democratization?” (2003-2005) aimed at analysing the role of the OSCE as an external actor in the liberalization and democratization processes of the post-Soviet states Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan. One of the key questions was on the contribution of OSCE democratization measures to stability and security. A volume on the results of the projects was published in early 2006.

· The project “Performance Records of UN and OSCE Field Missions: The Cases of Georgia, Kosovo, the FYR of Macedonia and Tajikistan” (2003-2005) analysed the organizational characteristics of field missions and their parent organizations. It asked to what extent they explained differences in the performance of  the UN and the OSCE on the ground? The results were published in various articles, a comprehensive volume will be published in the end of 2006. 

· A comparative study of EU and OSCE projects in Central Asia for the German Foreign Ministry (2005) provided, for the first time, an overview of OSCE and EU projects in the region. It analyses how duplication can be avoided and which possibilities for co-operative perspectives and synergies existed.   

· A small project on “Human Security in and for Central Asia. Possibilities and Barriers for developmental policy” (2005) for the German Ministry of  Economic Co-operation and Development analysed the chances for human security with regard to destabilization in the Ferghana Valley and the current forms of authoritarian governance in the region. An article examines selected indicators of human security with regard to political and economic structures, on the one hand, and to dangers of further destabilization, on the other hand. 

· The cross-national PhD project “Transnational Migration in Central Eurasia” (since 2005) aims to analyse the migration of seasonal workers from Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan to more economically privileged countries such as Russia and Kazakhstan. Besides focusing on the aspects related to the security policies of Central Asian states, in this respect, this project will include thorough research of the role of the international organizations and NGOs, as well as the impact of transnational migration and the process of transformation.

· In 2007, CORE organized a transatlantic workshop on the theme “The Quandaries of Promoting Democracy in Central Asia. Experiences and Perspectives from Europe and the USA”. 
· In 2007, a Kazakh and a German Phd student startet working on their doctoral thesises dealing with Central Asian themes (multilateralism in Kazakhstan, influence of informal structures in Kazakhstan on project co-operation with external actors).  
· In 2008, CORE’s second International Central Asia Conference “Co-operation with Central Asia - The Potential of the EU’s Central Asia Strategy” took place in co-operation with the Protestant Academy in Loccum.
· In 2009, CORE is planning a new research project on the relationship between power structures and foreign policies of Central Asian states. It strives to explain the reasons for the different co-operation policies of Central Asian states.
Consultancy and Academic Teaching

· Acting at the request of the German MFA, CORE assisted in establishing the OSCE Academy in Bishkek (Kyrgyzstan, since 2001). CORE took the lead in drafting the Academy’s overall concept and the schedule of its master programme. It was involved in the work of the Academy’s Advisory Council, Curriculum Development Group and Admission Commission, provided consultancy for the Academy’s Board of Trustees and Directorship and covers a part of the Academy’s teaching process. 

· In 2004, CORE advised the Bulgarian Chairmanship of the OSCE on questions dealing with education in Central Asia and contributed to the ministerial conference in Tashkent with two food-for-thought papers and a keynote speech.

· In 2004, a CORE researcher did consultancy for the GTZ on school management in Tajikistan. She conducted field research in 60 schools in western Khatlon to gather detailed information on the quality and content of teaching and learning, the level of co-operation between communities, schools and parents and the state of repair of school buildings. 

· Between 2003 and 2005 a CORE researcher acted as a mentor for a doctoral student from the University of Jalal Abad in Kyrgyzstan. This mentorship was carried out in the framework of the Central Asia Research Initiative (CARI) of the Higher Education Support Programme (HESP) of the Open Society Institute, Budapest.

· In 2006, a CORE researcher in cooperation with the OSCE Centre Almaty acted as an acdemic supervisor in a consultancy and publication project with academic staff of the Kazakh National University (KAZGU) in Almaty.    

· In 2007, two CORE researchers in cooperation with the OSCE Centre Almaty held capacity building seminars on the OSCE at five Kazakh universities.

· In 2007 and 2008, two OSCE-related training courses for officials of the ministry for foreign affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan have taken place in Hamburg. The trainings which are co financed by the Kazakh and the German governments have the intention to increase the personnel pool of the Kazakh MFA for qualified co-operation within the OSCE. 

· In 2008, two guest fellows from the Faculty for International Relations of the Kazakh National University (KAZGU) in Almaty spent research stays at CORE. 

Mediation 

· The project “Creating a Peace-Building Dialogue between Moderate Islamist and Secular Forces in Tajikistan” was funded by the German MFA in 2001-2002 and jointly by the German and Swiss MFAs in 2003. Its objective was to create a common forum for representatives of the secular government and of political Islam – as the follow-up of the peace process was officially terminated in 2000. The participants of the dialogue project were mainly former members of the Commission for National Reconciliation who were involved in the post civil-war compromise process. Towards the end of 2003, both sides agreed on a document entitled “Confidence-Building Measures”, consisting of principles for a peaceful co-existence. Since 2007, the project is extended to the regional level with a roundtables at Kazakh and Kyrgyzs Institute for Strategic Studies. Representatives of secular and Islamic intellectual elites from Kazakhstan, Kirgizstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and as well as from the Russian Federation met to discuss commonalities and divergent interests between secularism and Islam. 

Publication 

· The OSCE Yearbook, published by the Institute for Peace Research and Security Policy at the University of Hamburg/IFSH in German, English and Russian, regularly publishes articles written by local experts on OSCE-relevant issues of single Central Asian states, or of the region as a whole.  
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