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	One success story is worthwhile mentioning: the Ismaili spiritual leader, Karim Aga Khan, and his foundation are doing important work on the devel opment of the Gorno-Badakhshan region (in the eastern part of Tajikistan) and combating drug trafficking there. Due to the generously funded Central Asian University in Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan, excellent West ern and secular standards in higher education will be introduced in the region.
	Veiled women have begun to appear on the streets of the cities and villages of the Kyrgyz Republic mainly in the south. Most of these women are young and have been strongly influenced by missionaries from the Middle East and Pakistan. While the restoration of pre-Soviet Islam may be seen as an affir mation of ethnic identity, the forms of Islam that are taught by the foreign missionaries tend to be extremely patriarchal and in contradiction to the So viet understanding of gender equality. Some women, who in their search for a religious identity have found only a male-dominated form of Islam, have converted to Protestantism, Bahaism, Jehovah’s Witnesses and other relig ions that lack a traditional foundation in the region. In the male-dominated Muslim environment, this inevitably, leads to conflict. 
	Conclusions

	The IMU and Hizb ut-Tahrir are acting separately; each of them intends to create its own ideal Caliphate in Central Asia. The Hizb ut-Tahrir, the IMU and the communist parties have been marketing utopia with the goal of cre ating one unified super-state. Some utopian and egalitarian ideas are still alive in post-Soviet Central Asia, among these is also the belief that current hard ships could be overcome by the creation of a new state and one “good ruler”. At the same time, some political leaders, who have been looking for suitable ideals in their medieval past and who praise wartime heroes, avoid any open dialogue with home-grown Islamists. Some young people in search of new ways to social justice and egalitarian ideals have joined the religious extremist movement deliberately to protest against the old values of the So viet generation, current economic hardship and regional disintegration. Reli gious radical slogans are already used in Central Asia and especially in the Ferghana Valley as a political tool and give young unemployed people an outlet for the expression of social and political dissatisfaction as well as probably being an expression of de-Russification (or anti-colonialism). The powerlessness of the position of the official Muslim clergy during the years of Soviet rule - which, due to the government policy, remains in existence today - has led to the fact that the younger generation is not immune to reli gious extremism.
	Although Islamic extremism has not yet made serious inroads in the country, it could in future have a greater influence in the Ferghana Valley, especially in the Kyrgyz part. This is due to many factors including the further deterio ration of living standards, the lack of political participation of the people, the repression of Muslims in neighbouring Uzbekistan and in Kyrgyzstan itself, the weakness of official clergy as well as the return of hundreds of students edu cated in the Middle East and Pakistan. More religious freedom in Kyr gyzstan makes it natural for the youth to express their radical ideas openly and with less fear than in neighbouring Uzbekistan. The lack of political will by the three states sharing the Ferghana Valley to resolve the numerous problems in their backyard, the most densely populated area of the region, have greatly contributed to the radicalization of Islamic groupings there. The recent re strictions of Uzbekistan’s government on the people’s freedom of movement throughout the region and the increasing corruption in law-en forcement bod ies and custom offices have exacerbated the economic hard ships of the locals, making the pan-Islamic slogans of Hizb ut-Tahrir or the IMU more attractive for traders and merchants in cross-border areas as well as the unemployed. The ill effects of the dictatorships in the region extend beyond Central Asia’s own borders. The repression of the Muslims in Uz bekistan under the pretext of combating religious terrorism may prove to be a dangerous policy which could destabilize the entire region. The leadership of Uzbekistan has flagrantly violated the rights of Muslims and Hizb ut-Tahrir activists so that some of them have been forced to flee to neighbouring Kyr gyzstan and Tajikistan. Simultaneously Uzbek law-enforcement officers have several times abducted ethnic Uzbeks who were Kyrgyz citizens on Kyrgyz territory and then jailed them in Uzbekistan. Moreover, under the pretext of fighting religious terrorism the lands along the Uzbek-Kyrgyz border (some of them disputed) have been mined causing one death and several injures among the locals, who were Kyrgyz citizens, as well as the killing of numer ous domestic animals.
	A deeper understanding of the role of Islam in the regional context is neces sary. The current debate tends to be narrow and is focused on extremism and religious terrorism, which has generated a phobia of Islam. Political Islam in Central Asia and Kyrgyzstan should be considered against the background of the numerous problems at the international, regional, national and local level. Interstate tensions over water/energy distribution, borders and land, the struggle between the territorial elites within a country over power and re sources, disputes among various groups of local Muslim clergy - all exploit the threat of political Islam. For a number of reasons, by mixing religious fundamentalism with extremism, politicians have been successful in shaping the “enemy image - religious terrorists”. This exaggeration of the impact that political Is lam has on society diverts attention from the mass disappointment in economic policy, increasing poverty, corruption and violations of human rights in the Central Asian region. Successful economic reforms and further democratization of society will be vital factors in the prevention of home-grown religious extremism. The OSCE and other international organizations should deal more systematically with the regional dimension of political Is lam in Central Asia and at the same time foster economic and political trans formations.
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	The OSCE Mission to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia 
	In Vojvodina, a province that is characterized by great ethnic diversity and traditional tolerance among different nationalities, the Mission activities ini tially focused on issues connected with inter-ethnic relations and local gov ernment. Training courses aimed at building local management skills have been conducted in a number of municipalities to enable local governments to better protect their interests and foster development and local harmony. The restitution to Vojvodina of a number of competencies, particularly in the fields of economy, social security, health, culture, information and education, by a so-called “omnibus law” gives an opportunity for increased co-operation between the Mission and Vojvodina authorities. This includes the possibili ties of new initiatives, such as those aimed at capacity building for the public administration in the province.
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	 November 2001 Kosovo-Wide Elections
	Hasim Thaci
	202,622
	25.7
	26
	Sima Gazika lovic
	89,388
	11.34
	22
	Ramush Haradi naj
	61,688
	7.83
	8
	Numan Balic
	9,030
	1.15
	4
	Mahir Yagcilar
	7,879
	1.0
	3
	Bislim Hoti
	3,976
	0.5
	2
	Sabit Rahmani
	3,411
	0.43
	2
	Sabit Gashi
	8,725
	1.11
	1
	Mark Krasniqi
	7,701
	0.98
	1
	Syleman Cerkezi
	4,504
	0.57
	1
	Emrush Xhemajli
	4,404
	0.56
	1
	Hilmo Kandic
	2,906
	0.37
	1
	Haxhi Zulfi Merxha
	2,717
	0.34
	1
	Gjergj Dedaj
	3,600
	0.46
	0
	Katjaz Fazlia
	2,881
	0.37
	0
	Ibrahim Shala
	2,403
	0.3
	0
	Daut Maloku
	2,325
	0.29
	0
	Kaqusha Jashari
	1,785
	0.23
	0
	Feti Grapci
	643
	0.08
	0
	Skender Berisha
	1,066
	0.14
	0
	Qemail Sokoli
	631
	0.08
	0
	Gjergi Rapi
	428
	0.05
	0
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	Finally, the Mission also deals with the issues of minority rights. In a country like Bosnia and Herzegovina that is strongly dominated by the discussion on the three constituent peoples - their rights and equality - there is a danger that minority rights could be neglected. In this connection, the Mission has de voted itself to various projects, in particular to those of the Roma community in Bosnia and Herzegovina. This also includes a Stability Pact project that is being conducted in co-operation by the OSCE, the ODIHR, the Council of Europe and the Roma Participation Programme (run by the Open Society In stitute - Budapest). It encourages the Roma to make their problems and rights heard in their dialogue with the national institutions in Bosnia and Herzego vina. The Mission supported the Roma in building a “National Platform for Roma in Bosnia and Herzegovina” that is to promote and represent the rights and interests of the Roma before the government of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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